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COLLAPSE: 6f the counter?
1 revolutionary inyasion pf Cuba not

~only left official W&hingt8n’s face ted,
_but it may have led to the ‘strengthefighe
- of Castro’s hold on the island. Crhs
. of the ingasion and the role thé-¥#
. States played ifgrit-has been -
. this coul&ay and abroad. The
‘ was all the maje#provoking in
happened almodt #within sigh
. Continenlak:Unjtefl States. w3
.. For aWhile, it Ifoked as thotig
might be a political flareup: v
- Cuban crisis. Jt 'é@" Secreta
' L; Udall h&d sgid the Eisen

. Eisenhower left office.
,.Republic%sqbbiled over:anddemand-

»d .that Udall be_disciplined by Presi-

dent Kennedy. Whether it was dis-

" cipline or ‘something else,’ Udall apolo-
gized and Mr. Kennedy reaffirmed that
he accepted, full responsibili{y:~

+Of course, there was no other stand

for the, President to take. Factually, the
" planning of the U.S. role began in the

. Eisenhower Administration. The for- .
mer President was fully aware of it
when he was in office. But since he has
been out of office, he has had no con- .
tact with the White House regarding °

Guban glans.

 Presi

| of the United States — on the basis of

" information he was furnished under his -

! own Administration. There is no escap-
“ing either the responsibility or the di-
 rect involvement of the Administration
"in the plans.

i Since the failure of the invasion ef-

' fort, President Kennedy has taken a .
‘firm stand, warning both Khrushchev

and Castro that the U.S. will not aban-
,don Cuba to the Reds. In this, he has
i received the support of leaders of both

| parties, including former President Ei-

tsenhower and former Vice President
/Nixon, ag well as top Democrats.

" In the meantime,.the Ceygral Intel- °

ent Kennedy endorsed the .
plans — at least, he endorsed the role |

an ~n N annd
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ligence Agency, headed by Allen Dulles, |
has been criticized for not having more

uation, in Cuba. While. the CIA may |
have fallen down on its job to some ex-
tent, it would be unfair to give the °
agency the lion’s share of the blame for
he failure of the invasion.

#'The truth is, something went wrong
with the plans of the anti-Castro forces
to invade Cuba. To say who was re-
sporisible is like trying to amswer the
question in the old nursery rhyme,

“Who Killed Cock Robin?”

* Suffice it to say, despite criticism of

- whadt may have looked like bungling on

thie tpart of some involved in planning

' the Cuban invasion, the American peo-

ple are -united as never before in their

© detéymination "to halt_the march of :
; Communism in the Western Hemi-

sphere. What the next move will be, re-
mains to be seen. But if Castro and

U higd ¥ d-  Khrushchev expected to see the Ameri-
ministration plafined and" he
Americangjrolp #n the “invasionbefore ,

can people become divided over the .
Cuban affair, they have been disappoint- .
ed. Sometimes it takes a crisis of this |
sort to demonstrate the essential unity :
of Americans, regardless of party affil- é

ghops.
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